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“And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away 
thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”—Acts XXII: 16. 
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"DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 359.] 
ä 1 thing: God has established an order in His Church. He has 
revealed the Gospel in its fulness. He has restored the Priesthood to, the 
earth, The Priesthood means the authority of God delegated to man, by 
which man can act in the name of the Father and of the Son, and by 
which he can forgive sins and they will be forgiven in the world to come 
—if it be done in righteousness. No act performed in unrighteousness 
will God accept. But if man possessing the keys of the Holy Priesthood 
will act in righteousness before Him, then that which he does will be 
acceptable in the sight of God. If He shall bless, blessings will follow; 
if He shall pronounce a curse, the curse will follow. Now, while the com- 
mandments of God are to all the world, there are some special command- 
ments that. are applicable to the Latter-day Saints only. What are they? 
One of these commandments is that we shall honor those who preside 
over us; in other words, we shall honor the Priesthood. I ask no man to 
honor me, unless I do that which is strictly in accord with the spirit of 
my calling and the Priesthood which I hold. No member of the Church 
is bound to honor me if I step beyond that Priesthood and authority 
which has been conferred upon me by the choice of God and the voice of 
the Church. But when I do speak by the Spirit of the Lord in accordance 
with the duties of my office, it is proper for every member of the Church 
to hearken to that which I say. For if it is said by the Spirit of God and 
in accordance with my duty, it is the word and will of the Almighty :— 
And whatsoever they shall speak when moved upon by the Holy Ghost, 
shall be Scripture, shall be the will of the Lord, shall be the mind of the 
rd, shall be 720 voice of the Lord, and the power of God unto salvation. 


: MaRS edd tte this is the promise of the Lord unto you; O ye my servants.— 
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It is the privilege of all to know whether I speak the truth by the Spirit 
of God or not. To the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints it is 
given as a commandment that we shall hearken to the voice of the Spirit 
made manifest through those channels that God has appointed for the 
guidance of His people. If they do it not, then are they in transgression 
and in sin, and bondmen; not free men. If we speak the truth and if we 
do the truth, then the people are under obligations by their covenants 
and by the very name that they bear, by the allegiance that they owe to 
God and His work, to hearken to the counsels of those men whose right 
it is to counsel. If I counsel in unrighteousness, I will be brought to 
judgment. Noman can teach wickedness to this people and continue in 
it long; for God will detect him and will reveal the secrets of his heart; 
his purpose and intent will be made manifest to the Saints, and he will 
stand judged of the Spirit of God before the Saints. If you acknowledge 
Wilford Woodruff to be the President of the Church, and he and his coun- 
selors as the presiding authority, then the member who does not give heed 
to their counsel deserves pity, for he is in transgression. These men-will 
not counsel you wrong. They have never counseled you wrong. I am at 
the defiance—if I should give way to that feeling—of any man to point 
to a thing that has been said or done, or to any counsel that has been 
given to the people, which has been for their injury, and has not been 
sustained by the blessings of God if wisely obeyed. The Lord Almighty 
has magnified His servants. He has honored President Woodruff, Presi- 
dent Cannon and those faithful men in the quorum of the Apostles, before 
all the world, giving them honor, that a few of the Latter-day Sainte are 
not willing to give them. This has convinced me that some of the people 
are not living up to their privileges nor anjeytng’ _ ight chat . 
should possess. 

Brethren and sisters, let us be tree. I e I think I have a 
right to do so- that I am a free man, in accordance with my observance 
of the commandments of God. If I do wrong, I am in bondage to that 
wrong. If I commit sin, I am in bondage to that sin. If I transgress the 
laws of God, I am responsible before the Lord. But I contend that as to 
liberty, as to freedom of speech, freedom of will, freedom of action—as to 
everything that goes to make a free man in the midst of men, I do not 
believe there is another man on earth any freer than I am. Bless your 
soul, I can commit sin if I want to. I have as much liberty to commit sin 
as any man. No man has any right to commit sin; but al} men have the 
liberty to do so if they will. God has given to them their agency. Is 
there any manhood displayed in my committing sin because I have liberty 
to doso? I have liberty to go to a saloon and drink liquor, if I choose, 
or go to a gambling hell and gamble. I possess just as much liberty in 
regard to these matters as any man living on earth. But the moment I 
should do such a thing as this I become a slave and a bondsman to iniquity. 
On the other hand, if I am not guilty of visiting saloons, or of playing 
cards, or of gambling, or of other crimes I am innocent of them and so far 
I am a free man. The truth has made me free in regard to this. No man 
can say to me, “Brother — you are guilty of oppresting your brother 
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und grinding him down into the dust; for I have not done this. But I 
bave spoken of transgression; I have pointed out errors and evils in the 
midst of the Latter-day Saints; and if by telling the truth and by admon- 
ishing those who are guilty of wrong, I am in transgression, then I stand 
a transgressor. I never want to see the day come when these men, to 
whom you have entrusted the right and power to preside, shall have their 
mouths closed so that they dare not reprove sin or rebuke iniquity. That 
never can be. The moment you shut their mouths that they cannot speak 
the truth, that moment you destroy the very principle of government in 
the Church and you tear asunder the power and authority necessary to 
control and govern the work of God in the earth. While God is with His 
people and His servants, this cannot be. Men cannot shut the mouth of 
President Wilford Woodruff, nor mine, when it comes to rebuking iniquity. 
It is our duty to do it. We are here for that purpose. We are watchmen 
upon the towers of Zion. It is our business and duty to point out errors 
and follies among men; and if men will not receive it, they must go their 
own way and abide the consequences. Those who will not obey righteous 
counsels will be the sufferers, and not those who rebuke iniquity. 
President Willian: Budge and his counselors are placed over the Bear 
Lake Stake in the similitude of the Presidency of the Church. As the 
Presidency of the Church preside over the whole Church—over all the 
stakes, all the wards, and all the missionary fields in the world—so these 
men preside over this Stake of Zion, and all the wards and branches 
therein; and when they call upon the people to sustain them in ‘that 
which is right, if the people fail to sustain them the consequences shall 
‘be upon the heads of the people and not upon the heads of these men. It 
is their duty to rebuke iniquity and to reprove unrighteousness. It is 
their duty to counsel and exhort the people to be faithful and diligent 
throughout all their Stake. And no man has authority to say, why do 
vou so? Brother Budge is the man who presides in this Stake of Zion. 
No apostle presides here, unless he is sent here by the Presidency of the 
Church to fill a mission they have appointed unto him. I want you to 
distinctly understand this. Brother William Budge is the President of 
this Stake. It is his right to preside, to counsel, to direct, and to watch 
over the interests of the people here; and it is not the right of any of the 
Twelve to come into this Stake and set him aside, and say, “I am the man 
that presides here.” Nobody can do this short of the Presidency of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. And they would not do it, 
except for cause. If they saw it necessary, having found transgression in 
the head, then they could come, or they could send Apostles here to act. 
This is the order of the Church. You can read it in the Book of Doctrine 
and Covenants. The duty of the Twelve Apostles is to preach the Gospel 
to the nations of the earth; and where they cannot go, they shall call 
upon the Seventies and send them forth to preach the Gospel to every 
creature. The duty of the Apostles is not to preside over Stakes, unless 
they are called to do so by the presiding authority of the Church. If the 
Presidency of the Church call upon one of the Apostles and set him apart 
to preside over a Stake of Zion, he will preside by reason of his appoint- 
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ment, and not by reason of his apostleship. The Presidency of this Stake 
are not called to be Apostles; but they are called to be High Priests, and 
. the right of presidency rests upon them in n this 1 of Zion by virtue of 
their appointment. 
I I do not know that it is necessary to talk then to 15 en Fou 
ought to know these things. You do know them unquestionably, and you 
know that these things are true. But sometimes here appears to be 
individuals who do not understand them as they should, and it seems to 
be necessary at times to talk about them in order to instruct such people. 
I fee] that I have spoken the truth to you. I ask you to receive it in 
good and honest hearts. It is found in the books; but the books are the 
dead letter. It is the spirit that giveth life. It is the living oracles that 
have the right to organize and direct, to counsel and exhort, admonish and 
reprove. These bookscan never organize a Stake of Zion, or a Presidency, 
or a High Council, or a bishopric, or a querum. But we have the written 
word for example, for instruction, for admonition, for reproof, for counsel 
and for exhortation. Every man should read and understand them, and 
then all will know that the oracles of God are in their midst. But when 
they do not read the word of God nor understand it, when the oracles 
speak they may not listen to them. The Stake Presidency are your oracles 
here. They are chosen of the Lord. We know them to be good, pure 
men; yet no men can be so pure and upright but wicked men will find 
fault and complain about them and charge them with al] manner of evil 
falsely. Wicked men have done this from time immemorial. They did it 
to the Son of God. As I have read here to you, the Jews said, We be 
Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man.” But Jesus said 
unto them, “If yeare Abraham’s children, ye would do the works of Abra- 
ham. But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, 
which I have heard of God, this did not Abraham.” Because He told them 
the truth they persecuted Him; and if they persecuted the Master of the 
house, how much more may they persecute those who are of the house! 
There is no man so good but the tongue of slander may revile him and 
speak evil against him falsely. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile 
you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, 
for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward 
in heaven. But let no man speak evil of you justly. We do not believe 
there is any man who can speak evil of your Presidency here justly. We 
do not believe the man lives that can point to criminal acts, designed to 
injure the people, on the part of these men that have been placed to preside _ 
over this Stake of Zion. We know them too well for that. We know 
their spirit, and we know that they intend to do good, and are good men; 
and you ought to sustain and uphold them, and listen to their counsels. 
They will not guide you wrong; they will not direct you in wickedness; 
they will make no mistake in their counsel to you; for they stand as a 
beacon light to the people—not the only beacon light, but they stand in 
their place as the presidents of the Church in this Stake of Zion, and God 
will make Himself manifest through them to the people. Furthermore, it 
is the right of every man and woman to have revelation and wisdom from 
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the Almighty, to know these men are good men, and are doing their aii 5 
so. in regard to the High Council. They should be exemplary, Do any of 
them get drunk? Are they profligate? Do they violate the Sabbath day? 
Do they speak evil of the Lord's anointed?. Do they make light of sacred 
things in the Church? If they do, and will not repent and tura away 
from those evils, we call upon the Presidency of this Stake, to remove them 
out of their places and choose men that will not violate. their covenants. 
Unrighteous men have no business to bear rule; for where the wicked rule 
the people mourn. Righteous men should be called to these positions. 
Righteous men should be called to be bishops and counselors, and to be 
teachers among the people; men that will set a worthy example, not men 
who profane the name of God, not men who steal and take advantage of 
their neighbors, not men who are drunken or corrupt. If men are all 
right when they are chosen and they afterwards become wicked, then deal 
with them, and if they will not repent, turn them out and choose men that 
ars faithful. In this way prune the tree, that the fruit may be good. Do 
not let it grow wild. Do not let dead branches remain upon it to cumber 
the tree and hinder its growth. Cut off the dead branches, if they are 80 
dead they cannot be revived, and let only the live branches remain. Then 
you will be healthy, full of life, full of mercy, full of forgiveness, charity, 
and love one for another, loving your neighbor as yourself, and loving God 
with all your hearts, which may God grant, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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“TREED” BY A BEAR. 


I HAD 3 roving from place to place in the Rocky Mountains of Nevada 
for about two months without having come across a single bear, and was 
inclined to move further north, when one morning, while at a small town 
called Truckee, I received news that a bear and family had been seen the 
previous day in the hills close by. My companions and I immediately got 
ready, and, accompanied by the Redskin who brought us the news, pro- 
ceeded to the spot where the bears had been seen last. There had been a 
fresh fall of snow during the night, so we could see nothing of the foot- 
prints, but after. wandering about the neighborhood for three or four 
hours, we came to a pretty steep hill, when the experienced eye of our 
guide immediately detected signs of the bears by the fresh, loose gravel 
thrown up above the snow, which he said must have been done by Bruin 
and Company. We climbed a considerable distance up the hill, and 
very difficult work we found it, too, as the way was blocked with huge 
loose boulders, which rendered the road very dangerous. About half-way 
up the hill we came across the mother and two cubs. We had only one 
gun among the lot of, us, and I, being considered the best shot, advanced 
to within ten paces of the animal and fired. The bear immediately dropped, 
shot through the head, and I went up with my friend to examine her, and 
take charge of the cubs, which were only a few weeks old. | 

While engaged with the cutting up of the bear, the Redskin suddenly 
gave a yell, and on looking round I saw the he-bear, just about twelve 
paces off, coming towards us at a furious rate. He was so near us that 
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there was no time to do anything but snatch up my rifle and fire at him, 
when to my dismay I found that the first barrel of the gun had not been 
reloaded. I had therefore only one shot left, which I fired, wounding the 
bear in the hind quarters, and thereby considerably lessening’ his speed. 
My companions had in the meantime decamped and I was left alone to face 
the wounded and now furious animal. I quickly clambered up one of the 
largest boulders, which stood about ten feet high, the wound in the hind 
leg of the bear preventing him from following me, thus giving me time to 
reload my gun, when to my horror I discovered that all the cartridges were 
with one of my companions and I had therefore only an empty gun with 
which to defend myself. The bear in the meantime made frantic attempts 
to reach me and began scratching up the ground with his front paws. 
This did not trouble me as I felt certain he could not climb up in his 
wounded condition and I also n.omentarily expected my companions to 
rescue me. The scratching in the ground continued, when suddenly I felt 
the boulder on which I stood shake and give a sudden downward lurch. 
It then dawned upon me that the bear was under-mining my stronghold, 
and within a few minutes it would topple over with me e and 1 be delivered 
over to his tender mercy. | 
In this emergency I bethought myself of a flask of ian which * 
carried in my pocket. Thinking that by pouring its contents over the 
ground, the bear would desist from his undermining operations, I emptied 
half of it, but he seemed to be all the more refreshed by the smell, and 
worked away more vigorously than ever. There was but half of the 
brandy left, and things began to look serious when I tried, as a last 
chance, the extreme remedy of emptying the remainder of the flask on to 
the back of the bear, and throwing a lighted match to the brandy. The 
flames immediately enveloped the animal, and with shrieks and yells of 
pain he skedaddled, to my great relief. I was presently rejoined by my 
companions, and with loaded gun we followed up the bear, whom we soon 
discovered licking his burnt sides, on which very little fur remained. He 
was so weak after his adventure at the boulder that we o had no difficulty 
in despatching him. | 


TOWARD THE POLE IN A BALLOON. 


THE stout little steamer Virgo was expected to sail from Geeabafg a 

port on the southwestern coast of Sweden, Monday, May 25, carrying the 
Arctic explorer Andrée, his party and equipments. This is the man who 
has made more elaborate preparations than any one else ever did, for 
seeking the North Pole in a balloon. He proposes to land on one of the 
northern isles in the Spitzbergen group, erect there a small frame build- 
ing, for which he takes the material with him, set up the apparatus for 

making hydrogen gas, inflate his balloon tlietewith; supply his car with 
four months’ rations and a lot of scientific iustrunbents and charts, and 
then wait for a propitious breeze. At what he considers the right moment 
he will launch his craft. He cherishes the hope that within forty hours 
from that time he will have reached the Pole, 650 or 700 miles away. How 
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long he will remain in the vicinity of the Pole depends on circumstances, 
but the — Swede believes that he can get back to civilization again 
by the same means within a very few months. 

Andrée is a a civit by profession. Ten or fifteen Fours ‘ago he 
was stationed at Cape Thordsen, Spitzbergen, as a member of an expedition 
sent out to make prolonged observations of the aurora borealis. He has 
since experimented with balloons, and claims that by means of drag ropes 
he can steer such craft anywhere inside of an angle 40 degrees, either way, 
with the direction of the wind. He announced his purpose and beliefs 
at an international geographical congress last year, and received much 
applause. Pecuniary aid has also been extended to him. But veteran 
Arctic explorers, like General A. W. Greely, who also has the special 
advantage of being an accomplished meteorologist; are sceptical about 
the result, although they admire the man’s pluck. It is rather doubtful 
whether a southerly; southeasterly or southwesterly wind, blowing at the 
rate of fifteen or sixteen miles an hour steadily for forty or fifty hours, 
will be observed in Spitzbergen at any time during the whole summer. 
But it is far more improbable that an air- current, having the desired 
direction and force at the starting-point, will retain them along a prac- 
tically straight course for 600 or 700 miles. The chances are very much 
against the success of this venture. It will not be long, however, before a 
self-propelling airship, a true flying machine like Langley’s or Maxim’s, 
will be employed for such a trip, and it ought to succeed the first time. 
Possibly such an achievement will be recorded before the close of: this 
century. 


“Facts AND EVEN 


year 1, 250, 000, 000. In Russia the eggs bring from three to five penve a dozen. 
‘The physiologists of old wers interested in and puzzled by the bodily organ called the 
spleen. It did not make a sedrétion, and the removal of the organ did not seem to create 
much disturbance of the vital functions: Modern physiology shows that the spleen is 
undoubtedly: a blood gland. Prof: Schafer and Mr. B. Moore, two noted English scien- 
tiate have proved that the spleen acts as a kind of safety-valve to the blood circulation. 
The spleen responds at once to all variations in the blood pressure, whether these varia- 
tions are from the heart or from the lungs. It is a very sensitive organ, and seems to be 
a kind of delicate “governor,” moch like the self-scting mechahitm of that name in the 

stenm engine. 

‘The weapirig tree of the Canary Idands is one of the wonders of plant life. It is of the 
laurel family, and rains down a copious shower of water drops from its tufted foliage. 
The ‘water is often collected at the foot of the tree and forms a kind of pond, from 
which the inhabitants of the neighborhood can suppy themselves with a beverage that is 
abeplutely freah and pure. The water comes out of the tree itself through innumerable 
little pores situated at the margin of the leaves. It issues from the plant ae vapor during 
the daytime, when the heat is sufficiently great to preserve it in that condition; but in 
the eyening, when the temperature has lowered very much, a considerable quantity of it 
is exuded in the form of liquid drops’ that collect near the edges of the leaves until these 
members so bend down under their itiéréasing weight as to pass, for them, the limit of 
the angle of repose, when the tears tumble off on the ground below in a veritable shower. 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 1896. 


AVOID CONTROVERSIES. 


THE Latter-day Saints have ever been advised by their leaders to avoid 

controversies or disputes upon the doctrines of the Gospel. Especially 
have public discussions been discountenanced as being productive of no 
good results. Deliberate reflection upon the matter will convince one 
that this is wise counsel and should be duly heeded. There are occasions 
when one is forced into a position where it is almost impossible entirely to 
avoid controversy. A person may be speaking upon the principles of the 
Gospel and a listener may draw him into discussion by asking questions, 
and in this way the conversation partakes of the nature of a debate. 
Under such circumstances it would be proper for one to defend by Scrip- , 
ture and reason the doctrines he is advocating. This he should doin as 
agreeable a manner as possible, and without getting angry or losing ö 
patience. 

But debate should not be sought merely for the purpose of dulnting 
an opponent in argument. Even if one should succeed in doing this he 
will not convince his opponent that he is right, but will most likely arouse 
his anger, unintentionally it may be, and he will refuse to investigate the 
Gospel any further. - Then, again, one is always at a disadvantage in a 
company where the sympathy is mostly with the one who opposes; and 
if it is otherwise the opponent feels that advantage is being taken of him. 
In either case but very little good can come from the dispute. — ¹ 

Debate seldom causes one to change his mind. People are not werbe 
to the truths of the Gospel by controversies, nor are they very often led 
to further investigation by such means. A spirit of inquiry may be more 
effectually aroused by presenting reasons to the minds of the people in a 
spirit of calmness, and not in the heat of discussion. The arguments can 
then be weighed deliberately by the hearer with his mind undisturbed by 
excitement... 

It is evident that the impression. is upon the 
seeking mind by the humble testimony of a sincere believer. A person 
won by argument is really not converted. It requires the Spirit of the 
Lord to convince one of the truth of the Gospel. Argument may awaken 
thought in the mind and help to bring it into a condition for receiving 
impressions, yet an honest testimony coming from a person e by 
the Spirit of truth will have a stronger influence for good. . 

The writer recollects a the narration given by a member of the 
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Church, showing how he was convinced of the truth taught by the Latter- 
day Saints. A certain Elder was preaching on the street in the neighbor- | 
heod where he resided. Being attracted by the gathering of people who 
were listening, he also stopped to hear what was said. The. preacher was 
presenting certain arguments to support his claim, the force of which this 
particular listener did not understand, the subject being somewhat new 
and strange to him, But when the Elder declared in words of soberness 
and humility that he knew the Gospel which he was endeavoring to 
preach was the truth, and that Joseph Smith was a prophet and that the 
Gospel had been revealed to him from heaven, the words struck deeply in the 
listener's heart and caused a feeling to come over him such as he had never 
experienced before. He could not refuse to believe that the words were 
true. The testimony that accompanied them was irresistible. From that 
moment he was ready to accept the message and perform the requirements 
of .the Gospel. The recollection of that testimony remained with him, 
while the scriptural evidences presented in his hearing at different times 
after that were forgotten. 

One’s knowledge of a truth i is not always arrived at by reasoning upon | 
it. There are some things he feels are true, yet is unable to explain why 
he knows them to be correct. The knowledge one has of the truth of the 
Gospel is of this character. It is a knowledge received from an inward 
instead of an outward source. It comes from heaven as a direct inspira- 
tion, yet is is as unerring and certain as that which is gained through 
reason: for inspiration is a gift of God, and one which, like that of reason 
or any other gift, may be cultivated and developed. E. F. P. 


“Aparvata—The. following named Elders arrived in. to-day, | 
June 11, 1896, per American Line steamcr Rhynland: For the British 
Mission—C. L. Galbraith, Diaz, Mexico; William R. Rostrom, Moroni; 
Charles Measom, Lake Shore; Orson Allen, Salt Lake City. For the 
Scandinavian Mission—A. R. Lundin, Salt Lake City; Joseph H. Jenson, 
Union. For the Swiss and German Mission—Read n Nephi Y. 
ols Lake Clty, | 


| RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS. —Elders H. A. Tuckett, president of the 
Nottingham Conference, and James Saville, Traveling Elder in the Liver- 
pool Conference, have been honorably released to return home, June 20, 1896, 
Elder Thomas Bailey, who has been laboring as Traveling Elder in the 
Nottingham Conference, has been appointed to preside over that confer- 
ence. 
C. L. Galbraith 5388 appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in the 
Newcastle Conference. 
William R. Rostrom has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder i in 
Charles Measom has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in the 
Conference. 
Orson Allen has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in the 
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THE SWISS CONFERENCE. 


THE West-Swiss Conference of the Swiss and German Mission convened 
at Berne, Switzerland, Sunday, May 24, 1896. 
For this occasion we again secured the spacious and elegans hall in 
“Café des Alpes,” which we occupied for the first time a year ago. 
There were present 22 Elders from Zion. From the Berne office, George : 
C. Naegle and co-laborers C. W. Rogers and Wm. C. Clos; from the Berne 
Conference, G. Buehler, G. Tueller and John Gilgen; from the Central 
Swiss Conference, John Flueckiger, Fr. Alispach, J. H. Akert and C. C. 
Naegle; from the Jura Conference, G. Schmutz, Fr. Haueter, N. Bangerter 
and A. E. De Roche; from Lausanne, A. Francis and O. C. Barton; from 
Geneva, D. J. Lang and J. F. Howard; from Zürich, J. U. Probst; from 
Winterthur, John Widmer, and two recently arrived Elders, John Zwablen 
and Julius Billeter. ) 

Three meetings were held. ‘They were advertised in two este: paper 
here, with a very favorable editorial in one of them. We also had posters 
containing notices of the meetings put up, and although the weather Was 
rainy, we were favored with a large attendance of strangers, and the 
Saints from the above named conferences gathered in goodly numbers, 
some coming from Basel on the North, and quite’ a ann - the 
from Geneva on the Soutb. 

The afternoon meeting was especially well attended and the Spirit of 
God was manifest among us. 

The singing by our choir was an interesting part of the Seiden it was 
much appreciated by the Elders and Saints and considerable favorable 
comment was indulged in by the strangers present. Our Hymn Beauti- 
ful Zion” was rendered in English by a double quartett. The Sacrament. 
was administered, the Church were oon 
ference was a happy success. 

The next day at 10 a.m., we met in Priesthood meeting ind —— 
from the several and the varied experiences 4 
Elders were indeed interesting and encouraging. 

From the verbal reports of the score of Elders present ive the wine 
reports received from those throughout the Mission, and from the number 
of baptisms, (there being 56 already recorded in 1896) I feel safe in sun 
that the Mission is prospering and the work of the Lord is rolling on in 
these lands. 5 

We are well supplied with tracts and in Wil 
German languages, also have a stock of English ones on hand, as tal 
occasionally meet with tourists who are glad to read the same. “4 

Our good friends, the printers and others whom you met bere, einen’ 
very friendly, and are desirous that we should have our hall in one of 
the new buildings being erected by them in the residence’ part of the 
capital. So you will see the barriers of prejudice are being removed 
and Zion is shedding her influence of . and truth ‘abroad: to the’ 


world. 
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THE ‘MESSAGE TO THIS AGE. 


One of dhe erte truths revealed is that the Almighty never 20970 
His children on earth to be overtaken by any of the great events that 
change the history of the world, without sending them a warning: The 
Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the 
prophets.” (Amos iii: 7.) This revealed truth seems to be almost for- 
gotten among Christians at present, for although millions are expecting 
a revolution in the world’s affairs, more comprehensive than any previous 
one, yet they expect no Prophets to foretell it, no messengers authorized 
to speak with special authority from the God that rules all. 

Sacred history amply illustrates the point in question. The world be- 
fore the flood was warned and given 120 years in which to reform from 
the corruption that drew forth the divine decree of destruction. When 
the ancient covenant people departed from the ways of the Almighty and 
the overthrow of their state became necessary, the destruction was clearly 
foretold by special messengers. And the deeper the people sank, the 
more earnest were the declarations of these men, and the more explicit | 
their predictions. At last the voice of prophecy was silenced for nearly 
four centuries, but the final overthrow of the kingdom did not come until 
the Son of God Himself, and His chosen messengers after Him, had given 
their solemn testimony as to what was coming. Sacred history proves by 
facts that it is a well-established rule in the providence of God to raise 
up Prophets at every great epoch of the history of mankind. Shall we, 
then, expect the establishment of the kingdom of the Son of God among 
men without a period of inspired messages preceding it? | 

In the great prophetic book of the New Testament we are told that 
previous to the closing events of the present dispensation, messengers 
should be sent with an everlasting Gospel, proclaiming unto every nation, 
tribe and tongue to fear the Lord, because “the hour of His judgment is 
cone,” and setting forth the duty of all to worship, not the vague being 
of man- made creeds, but Him that made the heaven and the earth and 
the fountains of waters God as made known in the history of the creation 
of the world; the message should also contain a proclamation of the fall 
of “Babylon” and the pouring out of the last judgments on the unrepent- 
ant among men. 

The message of the Prophet Joseph and bis nnn as well as of 
every Elder in the Church, when considered in the light of these New 
Testament eme assumes a significance that cannot be overestimated. 

re r that which is to come, for the Lord 
and anger kindled, and His is bathed in 
and it fall upon the inhabitants of the earth. And the arm of the 
Lord shall be revealed. (Doc. and Cov. i: 12-14.) 

This is the very essence of the message to the present generation. “The 
hour of his judgment is come.” There is no salvation except in keeping 
“the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” (Rev. xiv: 12. 

Testimonies as to the genuineness and authenticity of this message are 
multiplying on all hands Human laws seem inadequate to stem the 
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inundation of crime that threatens society on every hand. Can the fact 
be contemplated without producing a strong conviction that, except for 
divine interference, the ultimate result will be a moral status, even in 
countries that boast of churches and a Christian civilization, similar to 
that which prevailed in the world before the flood? Even nature seems 
to be in commotion, as if impatient at the delay that still prevents its 
forces from sweeping the earth clean of the tremendous load of sin that 
defiles its fair face. 

To the Saints of God and to every one who does not partake of the 
intoxicating influences of the world, these things a are of great — 
— Deseret News. 


A BLIND MAN RECEIVES HIS SIGHT. at 


In the town of New Pitsligo a branch in the Scottish Conference of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints lived, in the year 1893, William 
Gerrie. He has resided there for fifty-six years, and had been for several 
months confined to his bed with a severe sickness which was making him 
very weak inbody. The doctor of the town called on him daily, but at last 
this doctor gave him up, saying he could do notbing for him, and said one 
day that the patient would not live more than an hour. This remark 
caused much excitement in the household, and it was rumored throughout 
the town that the man was dead. 
Brother Birnie and I went down to see the sufferer. We found him alive, 
but he was very low. Still he knew us both, and asked us to pray for him, 
as he thought he was dying. We kneeled down and prayed that, if it was 
the Lord's will, He would restore him to health. As we prayed we felt the 
power of God with us, and were impressed by His Spirit to tell this man 
that he would get better again, and that he would be restored to his 
usual health and strength, living to see the day when he would have the 
privilege of being baptized for.the remission of his sins by the authority 
of God, and become a member in His kingdom. a 
F tbat time be grew better and stronger every day. We explained 
the principles of the Gospel to him, i in as plain a way as we could, and he 
became very much interested in the doctrine which we as “ Latter-day 
Saints believe. He said he believed in baptism by immersion for the 
remission of sins, and desired when he got a little stronger to have this 
ordinance administered to him. This man had been blind for thirty years, 
and was unable to do any work. He was in danger of his life as he walked 
along the streets. We promised him when he entered the water of baptism 
that the Lord would restore his sight to him, and that this. would, ‘be a 
great testimony to him of the divinity of this work. 4" l 
In the month of August, 1893, he grew so much 8 sak 1 that 
he applied for baptism. Two Elders from Salt Lake City were laboring 
as missionaries in New Pitsligo at this time. They led this man to the 
river two miles from town and baptized him for the remission of sins. He 
acknowledged to me, when he came up out of the water, that his eyes were 
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3 opened, and he saw the Elders and Brother Birnie stand on the banks of 
| the river, and that he could see to walk home as the others did. 

This man is alive to-day. He has read the Book of Mormon thidugh 
; 120 also the Bible, and has written several letters to the Saints in Zion. 
He is a very true and faithful Latter-day Saint, and can bear a faithful 
testimony to the divinity of the Gospel and to the power of God ene 
“obedience to the principles of the same. 

My brethren and sisters, it does me good to relate this eri bis case 
of healing, It is one among many evidences to me that this is the work 
of God, and that His power to-day is manifested to his servants and 
_ children here on earth.—J M., in Juvenile Instructor. ) 


MOSES AND THE RED NILE. 


THE account of the born of the waters of the Nile into blood is found 
in Exodus vii: 16-25, At the command of God, Moses stretched out the 
symbolic rod, itself a miraculous portent, over the waters, and smote the 
Nile in the sight of Pharaoh, and all the waters that were in the river 

were turned to blood. And the fish that was in the river died; and the 
river stank, and the Egytians could not drink of the water of the river.” 
The miracle extended to all the canals and reservoirs, and even domestic 
supplies of Egypt; as verse 19 says, “upon their streams [canals,] upon 

their rivers [branches of the Nile, ] and upon their ponds [or lakes, ] and upon 
all their pools of water [reservoirs] * * * and upon the water both 
‘in: vessels of wood and in vessels of stone”—that is, the stone cisterns at 
the corners of the streets, and the domestic vessels in the houses. In this 
account, may not one say in passing that in the very description of the 
operation of the plague the historian proves his intimate acquaintance 
with the details of the geography of Egypt, and of the home life of its 
people, which is strongly presumptive of personal observation of what he 
describes? But I do not dwell on this. I want to deal with the main fact 
of the plague—the water turned into blood. Is there anything like it to- 
day in the phenomena of the Nile? That is, is there any natural condition 
of the Nile which the miracle could lay hold of and by intensification 
produce the plague? For answer let me begin with a quotation from 
Osburn’s “Monumental History of Egypt;” it will lead up to the full 
explanation. The sun,” says Mr. Osburn, “was just rising over the 
Arabian hills, and I was surprised to see that the moment its beams struck 
the water a deep red reflection was caused. The intensity of the red grew 
with the increase of the light, so that even before the disk of the sun had 
risen completely above the hills the Nile offered the appearance of a river 
of blood. Suspecting some illusion, 1 rose quickly, and leaning over the 
side of the boat, found my first impression confirmed. The entire mass of 
the waters was opaque and of a dark red, more like blood than anything 
else to which I could compare it. At the same time I saw that the river 
had risen some inches curing the night, and the Arabs came to es me it 
was the Red Nile” 

I do not ute this common phenomenon ofthe Nile as un explanation of 


= 
* 
* 
285. 4 


382 -LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


the plague, because the Red Nile, although it has e eee 
has none of the other deadly effects of the miraole. 
On the contrary, it is said that the waters of the Red Nile. are spatially 
delicious and refreshing. But yet it does point us in the direction we must 
go for our geographical identification of the natural phenomenon and. the 
miraculous plague, For the reddening material which is in the change, 
and which may be healthy in a degree of moderation, may become fatal 
when present in an excess such as the plague takes for granted. The 
question is, is there what may be called a blood material present in the 
common phenomenon? and is there any proof that it can assume such 
deadly intensification as is seen in the miracle? The naturalist Ehrenberg 
has investigated the cause of this blood-red appearance of the Nile, and 
has shown that it arises from the presence not of mud, as was for a long 
time supposed, but of infusoria and minute cryptogamous plants of a red 
color. As soon as we know this we can see the operation of the miracle 
—its operation, though of course not its originating power. For one of 
these plants is the alge, and the alge, so minute in itself (there are from 
46,656,000,000,000. to 884,736,000,000,000 plants in a cubic inch,) is capable 
of the most astonishing reproductiveness. It increases so rapidly that it 
actually flows. The whole bay of the Red Sea in 1823 was turned into the 
color of blood by its presence, and the Elbe seemed to run blood from the 
same cause at the beginning of this certury. Imagine then this alge, 
stimulated by Divine power to an abnormal excess, increasing so as not 
only to color the water but to possess it, to thicken it indeed into the consist- 
ency of blood with frightful productiveness, and then you have the plague. 
An illustration of such a fact is quoted by Geikie in his “Hours with the 
Bible,” from Stliman’s Journal. He says that there is an account of a 
fountain in a cave in South America which flowed like blood, whose fluid 
seemed to grow solid, and when it was placed in bottles it worked in them 
and burst them, and dogs could eat it, and did so greedily. The miracle 
of Moses only needed to intensify the flowing increase of these alge to 
something like this degree, and then we reach the condition of the recorded 
plague. For it is certain that the Nile has been known not only to have 
the same look, but also to have been blood-like;and to have remained 
fetid for months. Thus, which is a great gain, it is not necessary to in- 
terpret the word “blood” literally, an interpretation which almost renders 
the plague incredible, because the stench and effluvia from the awful 
amount of corrupting blood of such a climate would have poisoned. all 
Egypt. This interpretation is indeed implicitly set aside by the terms 
in which Jehovah announces the effect of the miracle, saying that the 
Egyptians should weary themselves in their effort to find water to drink, 
and be.obliged to “dig round about the river” to obtain it. What makes 
it certain that the change in the river was not to actual blood is the 
fact that the Egyptians did in this way obtain sufficient supplies, else 
they must have died of thirst; yet if the water had been changed 
into actual blood, no amount of filtration through the sands could have 
rendered it fit for drinking. But such a fatal objection does not touch 
the plague of alge in the watersof the Nile. Here, then, is the first 
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plague, with its geographical eubstratum—a substratum which, while it 
affords a sufficient explanation of-the- plague and its punishment, serves 
also to answer objections we oe arise out of the ordinary literal 
theory. —Firende, 


“NIAGARA FALLS PUT 10 “USE. 


Exxcrricrry generated at Niagara Falls a Falls and me to Ne ew York City 
was used on Saturday evening, May 16, to operate telegraph wires part of 
the way along a route extending practically around the world, on a highly 
interesting occasion, An exhibition of electrical appliances has been in 
progress here for the last two weeks, and in the vast hall occupied for the 
purpose there were telegraph instruments at two different points. To the 
operator at one of these Chauncey M. Depew gave the following message: 

“God creates, nature treasures, science utilizes electric power, for the 
grandeur of nations and the peace of the world.“ These words were 
transmitted to Chicago, Los Angeles, Cal. ; Vancouver, British Columbia; 
Montreal and Canso, by land lines, thenes by cable to London, Lisbon, 
Gibraltar, Malta, Suez, Bombay, Singapore and Tokio, back to London 
by the same lines, and so to the second instrument at the exhibition. 

Thomas A. Edison, the famous inventor, who began life as a telegraph 
operator, received the message fifty minutes after it was sent. The 
distance covered was 27,000 miles, more than the circumference of the 
earth. Of course, copying and. fresh transmission (or repeating by. hand) 
was necessary at several points, otherwise much less time would have 
been required. Edward D. Adams, president of the Niagara Power Com- 
pany, who sat at. Mr. Edison’s elbow, sent the following reply to Mr. 
Depew: “ Mighty Niagara, Nature’s wonder, serving man through the 
world’s electric circuit. proclaims, to all people science triumphant. and 
the benevolent Creator.” These two messages were made to travel over 
another but shorter path to Galveston, City of Mexico, around a great 
part of South America, over to Lisbon and thence to London, and then 
returned to New York. This tour was about 10,000 miles long and 
occupied: twenty-one minutes. It had been intended originally to reach 
Australia by way of the East Indies, but this was not attempted for some 


| UTAH NEWS. 


| | (Summarized from State papers. ) 

The Rio Grande Western Railway has recently been extended Wen its southern ter- 
minus, Salina, to Richfield, and the people of the latter town and the immediate vicinity 
are jubilant over the advent of the iron horse in their midst. The num n 
continued farther 

| Gibbs, who was 
alain at Cane Creek, Tennessee, in 1884, while performing s mission in the Southern 
States of America, was dedicated. Memorial exercises were held in the Logan Taber- 
nacle. The monument will be placed over the martyr’s grave in the Paradise Cemetery. 
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